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IN THE CLAIMS . 

ll-l,5f1-etaining Claims 7-10 in the 
instant divisional application. Please ins^ the following new Claims 1-6^6: 



Please cai^l without prejudice Clair 





—16. A network system for processing messages, comprising: 
a plurality of clients operable to generate and communicate messages having one or more 
priority levels; and 

a server coupled to the clients, the kerver operable to receive one or more messages fi-om 
the clients, to determine a priority level for each message, and to process the messages according 
to the messages' priority levels and the cliqnts' rotation positions. 

1 7. The network system of Claim 1 6, wherein the server is further operable to process 
lessages that have different priority levels iraorder of the different priority levels. 

18. The network system of Claim\l6, wherein the server is further operable to 
processes messages that have a same priority lek^el and were received firom different clients in 
order of the different clients' rotation positions, i 



1 9. The network system of Claim 1 6, wherein the server is further operable to receive 
a first message fi-om a first client and a second message firom a second client, to process the first 
message before the second message if the first message's priority level is higher than the second 
message's priority level, and to process the first message before the second message if the first 
and second messages have the same priority level and^the first client's rotation position is before 
the second client's rotation position. 
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20. The network system of Claim 16, wherein the server is further operable to store 
the messages in a queue according to the messages' priority levels and the clients' rotation 
positions and to process the message in order of storage in the queue. 

21 . The network system onClaim 20, wherein the server is further operable to store 
messages that have different priority levels in order of the different priority levels. 

22. The network system of Claim 20, wherein the server is further operable to store 
messages that have a same priority level and were received from different clients in order of the 
different clients' rotation positions. \ 

23. The network system of Claim IB, wherein the server is further operable to receive 
a first message from a first client and a seconcnmessage from a second client, to store the first 
message before the second message in a queue ifithe first message's priority level is higher than 
the second message's priority level, to store the first message before the second message in the 
queue if the first and second messages have the same priority level and the first client's rotation 
position is before the second client's rotation position, and to process the first and second 
message in order of storage in the queue. \ 



DAU)1:5 13206.1 



• 



Docket No. 
063170.2324 



PATENT 



4 



24. A server operable to couple to a plurality of clients, to receive one or more 
messages from the clients, to determine a priority level for each message, and to process the 
messages according to the messages' priority levels and the clients' rotation positions. 

25 . The server of Claim 24, wherein the server is further operable to process messages 
that have different priority levels in prder of the different priority levels. 

26. The server of Claim 241 v^herein the server is further operable to process messages 
that have a same priority level and were received from different clients in order of the different 
clients' rotation positions. I 

27. The server of Claim 24, Wherein the server is further operable to receive a first 
message from a first client and a second message from a second client, to process the first 
message before the second message if tha first message's priority level is higher than the second 
message's priority level, and to process the first message before the second message if the first 
and second messages have the same priority level and the first client's rotation position is before 
the second client's rotation position. \ 

28. The server of Claim 24, wherein the server is further operable to store the 
messages in a queue according to the messages' priority levels and the clients' rotation positions 
and to process the messages in order of storage in the queue. 

29. The server of Claim 28, where the server is further operable to store messages that 
have different priority levels in order of the different priority levels. 

30. The server of Claim 28, where the server is further operable to store messages that 
have a same priority level and were received from different clients in order of the different 
clients' rotation positions. \ 
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31. The server of Claim 24 wherein the server is further operable to receive a first 
message from a first client and a secona message from a second client, to store the first message 
before the second message in a queue Vf the first message's priority level is higher than the 
second message's priority level, to store tfte first message before the second message in the queue 
if the first and second messages have the satae priority level and the first client' s rotation position 
is before the second client's rotation posifijon, and to process the first and second message in 
order of storage in the queue. 

32. A method for processing mes^ges at a server, the method comprising: 
receiving a first message from a first client; 
determining the first message's priority uevel; 
receiving a second message from a second client; 
determining the second message's priority level; and 

processing the messages in order accordirjg to the messages' priority levels and the 
cHents' rotation positions. 



33 . The method of Claim 32, wherein proaessing the messages in order according to 
the messages' priority levels and the clients' rotation positions further comprises: 

processing the messages in order of the messages' priority levels if the messages have 
different priority levels; and 

processing the messages in order of the clients' rotation positions if the messages have 
a same priority level. 
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34. The method of Claim 32, wherein processing the messages in order according to 
the messages' priority levels and me clients' rotation positions further comprises: 

processing the first message before the second message if the first message's priority 
level is higher than the second message's priority level; and 



processing the first message before the second message if the first and second messages 
have a same priority level and the first client's rotation position is before the second client's 
rotation position. \ 

35 . The method of Claim 32, ^herein processing the messages in order according to 



the messages' priority levels and the clienre' rotation positions further comprises: 

storing the messages in a queue in oMer of the messages' priority levels if the messages 

have different priority levels; \ 

storing the messages in the queue iA order of the clients' rotation positions if the 

messages have a same priority level; and \ 

processing the messages in order of storage in the queue. 

36. The method of Claim 32, wherein pfbcessing the messages in order according to 
the messages' priority levels and the clients' rotation positions further comprises: 

storing the first message before the second iliessage in a queue if the first message's 
priority level is higher than the second message's priomty level; 

storing the first message before the second message in the queue if the first and second 
messages have a same priority level and the first client' sVotation position is before the second 
client's rotation position; and \ 

processing the first and second messages in order of storage in the queue.— 
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